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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
 
How do I know if this program is right for me? 
 
What is the difference between this ND and the Data Analyst Nanodegree program? 
 
The Business Analyst Nanodegree Program is less technical and focuses on using analytics to support 
decision making. You will use software tools (Alteryx and Tableau) rather than open source programming 
languages. This program also spends more time exploring predictive analytics, and less time on topics 
like data wrangling and exploration. 
 
The Data Analyst Nanodegree program requires coding experience and deeper statistics knowledge. It 
dives deeper into data wrangling and analytics using Python and R. Data analysts are expected to do a 
lot more data cleaning, model making, and data processing. This Nanodegree program is a lot more 
technical. 
 
What are the prerequisites for enrollment?  
 
We expect students to have basic statistics and math knowledge which entail being familiar with 
descriptive and inferential statistics. Students should also be familiar with basic algebra to be able to 
understand the mathematical models that will be presented in the program. 
 
Why did the name change from Predictive Analytics for Business to Business Analyst?  
 
We made this decision because of your invaluable feedback, and the direction we are planning on taking 
this program. We’ve learned that “predictive analytics” doesn’t capture all of the skills we want to help 
students learn in this program, and neither does it represent the remarkable range of skills, backgrounds, 
and experiences you bring to this program. 
 
Are there any other changes that comes with the name change?  
 
The main change is the addition of SQL, an essential skill for business analysts. 
 
 
ALTERYX AND TABLEAU 
 
How long are the Alteryx/Tableau licenses good for? 
 
Both licenses last for 6 months, which should be plenty of time to finish the program. If the program takes 
you longer, you may request an extension as long as you’ve demonstrated significant progress in the 
program. The licenses are educational licenses, so they should not be used for commercial purposes.  
 
Can I use another software that is not Alteryx for my analysis? 
 



You are welcome to use any software you wish, but keep in mind that we won’t be able to provide help 
with other tools outside the ones used in the Nanodegree program. 
 
Do I need a Windows Operating system to take this program? Can I take this program if I have a 
Macintosh computer? 
 
The Alteryx software requires a Windows operating system. You are welcome to use other analytical 
software, but it will not be supported in the program. If you have a Mac, this post explains what to do to 
run Alteryx on a Mac. 
 
OTHER 
 
Can I use the 50% back offer that other NDs have? 
 
Yes! The 50% back offer is available for students who graduate within one year.  
 
Do we use Udacity Connect for this Nanodegree? 
 
You are more than welcome to sign up for Udacity Connect. We will try to pair you up in a group of 
students learning data analytics in your area. 
 
Is there a Nanodegree+ option for this Nanodegree program? 
 
Currently there is no Nanodegree+ option. We are working hard with our industry partners and career 
team to offer this option for students in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://community.alteryx.com/t5/Alteryx-Knowledge-Base/Can-Alteryx-Run-On-A-Mac/ta-p/1154

